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MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Alan Robinson, Jr., Chairman 

Ron Marvel, Vice Chairman 

David J. Roberts 

Lynn Truitt 

Marvin C. Sharp – Absent  

Richard T. Perillo 

 

ALSO PRESENT 
 

Patricia Davis, Deputy Attorney General 

Patrick Matthews, BLS Medical Director 

Sherry Lambertson, Executive Assistant 

David J. Truax, Investigator/Compliance Officer 

Grover P. Ingle, State Fire Marshal 
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Jay Jones, DVFA 
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GUESTS Cont. 

 

Warren Jones, DVFA 

Robin Brown, OEMS 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Robinson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

It was moved by Vice Chairman Marvel, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to deviate 

from the regular order of business. 

 

RESOLUTION – OUT GOING COMMISSIONER 

 

Chairman Alan Robinson presented a resolution to Commissioner Tom Dicristofaro for 

his tenure as a Fire Prevention Commissioner.  Commissioner Dicristofaro has resigned 

his position to take an elected position as a DVFA, Board of Directors member.  The 

Commission thanked Commissioner Dicristofaro for all of the time and work that he’s 

devoted during his appointment and wished him well. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Dicristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Perillo to return 

to the regular order of business. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2018 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Vice Chairman Marvel, and seconded by Commissioner Truitt that the 

minutes of the September 18, 2018 Commission meeting be approved.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

 

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

Personnel Items 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that Deputy Fire Marshal II John Yedinak attended the NFA 

Interview & Interrogations class at the National Fire Academy from October 8th – 19th. 
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Personnel Items cont. 

 

Administrative Specialist I position in Kent County has been filled by Lavonne Brown.  

She began her employment on October 15, 2018. 

 

Administrative Officer Karen Virden of Kent County is off on extended medical leave.  

During this time, her duties have been split between Office Manager Sheila Alexander, 

Executive Secretary Stephanie Goodyear, Office Manager Susan Givens, Chief of 

Technical Services R.T. Leicht and Assistant State Fire Marshal Alan Brown. 

 

Fire Protection Specialist II, James Facciolo has completed 15 years of state service.  Fire 

Marshal Ingle stated that Mr. Facciolo has been a great asset to the agency and he looks 

forward to many more years with the agency.  It was moved by Commissioner Truitt, 

seconded by Commissioner Perillo to send Fire Protection Specialist Facciolo a letter of 

appreciation for his years of service.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

 

DTI Program Update 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle has completed his presentation updates for the agency presentation to 

be made for DTI on November 13, 2018.  This presentation will give DTI a better 

understanding of what the agencies do and what their needs are. 

 

The Dover router has been rescheduled to be replace on October 24, 2018.  Assistant 

State Fire Marshal Brown will be overseeing this project for the agency. 

 

Assistant State Fire Marshal Brown will be the agency point of contact for the Agency 

365 project.  He will work directly with Anthony Spiezio. 

 

Computer replacements have been ordered statewide for the Office of State Fire Marshal.  

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that he used some special funds and DTI was able to assist 

with purchasing some of the monitors.  This replaces aged computers throughout the 

agency.  The computers are being prepared by DTI and will be deployed to each of the 

offices when available. 

 

The new Fire Marshal Incident system went live yet continues to have problems.  As of 

Friday, October 12th, the system was shut down.  Fire Marshal Ingle had a conversation 

with Secretary Collins and the DTI Team where they made a decision to remove data that 

was transferred into the system so that they are able to start new.  The agency has 

reverted to collecting information as in the old Coop Plan.  The staff will reenter the fire 

incidents that have taken place since the system went down.  The remainder of the data 

will be reviewed as the process moves forward. 
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Delmarva Power Emergency Services Partnership Program – Smoke Alarms Donation 

 

On October 3, 2018, Delmarva Power donated 1,000 Smoke Alarms to the Office of State 

Fire Marshal.  This was an annual donation made by the Delmarva Emergency Services 

Partnership.  They have donated 33,000 smoke alarms over the last 18 years.  Fire 

Marshal Ingle extended his gratitude.  It was moved by Commissioner Truitt, seconded 

by Vice Chairman Marvel to send Delmarva Power a thank you letter for the Smoke 

Alarm donation.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

 

Regulation Update 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle provided an annual regulation update for review by the Fire 

Prevention Commission.  Proposals will be made this year for change.  Fire Marshal 

Ingle reviewed the changes that he proposed.  It was moved by Vice Chairman Marvel, 

seconded by Commissioner Perillo to move forward with the Fire Marshal Ingle’s 

regulation update process.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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DFIRS Incidents Received 

 
 

TOTAL STATE PARTICIPATION IN COMPLIANCE 

75 % 

DELINQUENT DEPARTMENTS 

New Castle County  

Cranston Heights August 

Delaware City August 

Holloway Terrace August 

Townsend April – August 

Kent County  

Bowers January – July 

Cheswold June – August 

Clayton July – August 

Dover July – August 

Harrington August 

Hartly June – August 

Houston August 

Leipsic August 

Magnolia June - August 

Sussex County  

Frankford July – August 

Roxana February - August 

OVERDUE REPORTS BY DAYS 

30 Days 60 Days 90 Days 90+ Days 

6 3 3 3 

 

         Source:  DFIRS Incidents received as of 10/09/18. 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle had a concern that six of the nice delinquent companies in Kent 

County are delinquent by multiple months.  He is committed to working with each 

company to getting them all up to date. 
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REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 

Director 

 

 Tuition rate proposals – Director Newnam proposed the following tuition 

increases for 2019.  Commissioner Roberts expressed concerns with passing 

higher tuition costs on to the fire companies.  Director Newnam explained the 

process of determining these costs based on the expense of the classes that are 

offered.   

Proposed Tuition Increases – For 2019 

10-01-18 

Course-Program Current 
Tuition 

Proposed 
Tuition 

 
Note 

Fire Academy Program 900.00 1500.00 Attached is comparison  

Fit Testing (in-service) 125.00 150.00  

Basic Firefighting Skills 150.00 200.00 OOS to 350.00 

Haz. Mat. Response Skills 180.00 225.00 OOS to 360.00 

BLS Protocols 10.00 25.00  

    

EMT Course 700.00 900.00 After 7/1/2019 w/ Budget 

Fire Inspector I 460.00 550.00  

Play Safe Be Safe (2 kits)  100.00 15.00 each additional kit 

Custodial Fire Safety  0 35.00 School Districts  

Stretcher Van Fundamentals 10.00 50.00 Private Ambulance Co. 
 

Rescue Course-
Program 

Current 
In-

Service 

Proposed 
In-Service 

 Current 
Core 

Student 

Proposed 
Core 

Student 

Water Rescue 1 400.00 700.00  50.00 75.00 

Water Rescue 2 400.00 700.00  50.00 N/A 

Rescue Boar 
Operator 

1000.00 1500.00  100.00 N/A 

Firefighter Survival 400.00 700.00  100.00 125.00 

Basic RIT 400.00 700.00  70.00 80.00 

Advanced RIT 400.00 700.00  100.00 125.00 

Vehicle Rescue 800.00 1000.00  200.00 225.00 

Advanced Vehicle 
Rescue 

400.00 700.00  200.00 225.00 

Rope Rescue  400.00 700.00  70.00 80.00 
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Director cont. 

 

 Fire Prevention - “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere™,” October 7th - 

13th  

 DAPPS – closed, school donated PPE, equipment, EMS equipment – Staff picked-up and sorted  

 DVFA Conference – 65 attendees – Certificates provided  

 BFFS – Haz. Mat. Awareness Certification – fully on line 85% pass rate. (2017 89% pass rate) 

 Student Illness – EMT class, cardiac issue, transported.  

 DSFS Record System re-write update – EMT/Ambulance section update – working with SFPC 

staff.  Director Newnam and DTI will keep the Commission apprised of when it is the 

appropriate time to gather input from the Commission staff. 

 Met with National Guard - Structural Collapse Venue Site at Dover and they will be providing a 

prop at their expense that will be used by themselves and the Fire School for training. 

 

Staff Activities 

 

 National Fallen Fighters Weekend; October 3rd - 7, Command Staff (Media Section) – 

Senior Instructor Wilson. 

 Drone to assist Ocean View Police Department – 09-16-18 – Senior Instructor Dempsey. 

 Hurricane Deployment After Action Review – 09-24-18 – Senior Instructor Dempsey.  

 SERT Response 09/25/18 - U of Del. Biomedical Engineering Building – Senior Instructor 

Miller. 

 DOJ's Annual FOIA Coordinator Training - 11/7/18, Office Manager Murabito. 

 Firehouse Expo, Nashville, Tn. – Oct. 15-21, Senior Instructor’s Ingram, Dempsey, and 

Stephens.  

 Burn Camp Meeting – Sussex Division – 10/16/18 – Senior Instructor Lowe.   

 DVFA Memorial Service – 26 requested – Administrative Specialist I Stewart.   

 

Programs/Courses  

 

Figures in red are reference to last year’s comparison of class attendance. 

 

 Current Month 

 

o Aerial Apparatus Operations – 5 students, cancelled  

o Vehicle Rescue – 40 students (28)  

o Driver Operator 17 students (29)  

o Haz. Mat. Technician – 24 hr. – 9 students 

o Brigade I – Basic Skills – 23 students (40)  

o Fire Officer 1 – 16 students (23) 

o EVO – Sussex Division – 14 students (8)  

o RIT Advance – 7 students 
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Programs and Courses cont. 

 

o Structural Firefighting Skills – 65 students (93)  

o Forestry S-190 (Basic) 14 students 

o Confined Space Rescue – 11 students 

o Vehicle Rescue – 10 students (16)  

o Industrial Confined Space Rescue – 21 students (22)  

o Brigade – Intermediate Skills – 4 students (2) (Cancelled – program changed for 

2019) 

o Brigade – Advanced Exterior Skills – 8 students (13) 

o Fire Officer III Certification – 7 students   

 Divisions Usage  

o New Castle Division – 15 scheduled (21)  

o Kent Division – 10 scheduled (14) 

o Sussex Division – 4 scheduled (4)   

 Additions – Revisions 

o Active Shooter Operations Training for 29 DSFS Instructors – Gajdos  

 Program developed – knowledge and skills 

 Equipment has been ordered and/or purchased  

 

EMS  

 

 Current Month 

 

o CEU programs – 3 classes scheduled (8)  

o EMR weekday class – 12 students 

o EMR Refresher – 3 students  

o Field Training Officer Re-cert – 30 students 

 

 EMT Protocols – 2019   

o Full updated program is scheduled for the EMT Courses – November 

o Update program is prepared for Delaware On-line  

 Notices to be sent to all EMTs Oct. 22 of available program 

 EMTs would have from Oct. 22 until January 1st to complete 

update 
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Public Education and Injury Prevention - Activity Report  

 

 Current Month 

 

o Fire Safety Programs – 5 scheduled – (3) 

o DSFS Tours – 11 scheduled (16) 

o Fire Safety Displays -  13 scheduled (9) 

o Injury Prevention Programs – 34 programs (an increase over 2017)  

o Injury Prevention Events – 2 scheduled  

 

 

Maintenance – Building and Grounds 

 

 HVAC – on schedule – Rooms 5/6 end of November, complete Lounge and hallways 12/31 

o Approved Gear room system and Dining Hall for replacement 

o Still need additional funding for the Kitchen and Cafeteria 

 Rest Rooms – In the process of obtaining a draft proposal.  

 

Financial   

 

 Past Due Billings 

• 30 days – 575.00 

• 60 days – 12,345.00 

• 90 days – 70.00 

• 120 days – 425.00 

• 20678 Tuition Fund – 606,640.00 

• Accounts receivable – 10,658.00 

• Revenue Comparison  

 Tuition – 2018 – 26,684.50, 2017 – 59,656.45 

 Special Funds Summary – The Special Funds Summary report was submitted to 

the Commissioners for review. 

 Expenditure Report – The Expenditure report was submitted to the 

Commissioners for review. 

 

Personnel Issues  

 

 Maintenance Mechanic – Michael Chillas has accepted the position and will begin 

work on October 22, 2018. 
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Scheduled Activities  

 

 Director Newnam will take annual leave on November 9, 2018.  

 

BLS MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

 

Dr. Matthews reported of a memo that Ms. Lambertson sent out to EMTs on behalf of 

OEMS.  The memo referred to several incidents of pregnant patients refusing service 

when found to have elevated blood pressure.  The purpose of the memo being distributed 

was a reminder than in late term pregnancy, hypertension can be a significant indicator of 

preeclampsia which can lead to unfortunate mortality for both the fetus and mother.  The 

protocols indicated under terms of calling medical control for refusal does include 

“unstable vital signs”.  It specifies low blood pressure and not high blood pressure.  Part 

of that is because many patients are hypertensive.  So, the purpose of the memo was to 

recognize in late pregnancy, hypertension can be a sign of significant concern.  As well 

as in the general population, significant hypertension could be a cause for concern.   

 

Influenza A has been confirmed in all three counties through hospitals statewide.  It is 

important to encourage getting vaccinated as well as our providers to practice infection 

control policies.  It’s also important for our EMS colleague to document any influenza 

like illness.  This will assist in monitoring for outbreaks throughout the state. 

 

The ALS and BLS Standing Orders were approved at the ALS Standards meeting on July 

25, 2018.  The Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline approved them at their 

meeting of September 18, 2018.  The ALS implementation date is set for November 5, 

2018.  The State Fire Prevention Commission was then able to set the date for the Basic 

Life Support implementation after September 19, 2018.  Director Newnam is concerned 

with the length of time that the protocols are taking to get to the Commission for 

approval.  It makes it very difficult and almost impossible to get EMTs trained in the 

given where Paramedics are a limited number and a captive audience to obtain training.  

He suggested that we work on getting these done in a timely manner in order to train 

ALS and BLS in the same time. 

 

Dr. Matthews reported that he met with Matt Gajdos, DSFS to review the EMT Refresher 

Course.  A 30 minute Medical Director update was added to the curriculum.  They 

reviewed different areas to be addressed and a 30 minute program has been completed. 
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REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATOR/COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

 

14 Annual Ambulance Unit Inspections  

  0 New Unit Inspections 

  4 Complaints Received 

  3 Arrest Notifications were received. 

  2 New Investigations 

11 Open Investigations 2018 

  2 Open Investigations 2017 

 

Case #1708 – March, 2017, Lucas Powell signed a Consent Agreement with the Fire 

Prevention Commission.  He reported meeting his requirements of the Consent.  When 

that stopped, Mr. Truax contacted his probation officer and learned that he was in 

violation of his parole.  For that reason, the Consent Agreement was revoked and he has 

been suspended until March, 2019.  At that time he will have to request a return to 

service from the Commission if he chooses to return to EMT service. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

Statewide Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For Prehospital and 

Interfacility Patients 

 

It was moved by Vice Chairman Marvel, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to approve the Statewide 

Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For Prehospital and 

Interfacility Patients with an implementation date of January 1, 2019.  Motion carried by a unanimous 

vote.   

 

Statewide Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For Nerve Agent 

Antidote Program 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Truitt, seconded by Vice Chairman Marvel to approve 

the Statewide Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For 

Nerve Agent Antidote Program with an implementation date of January 1, 2019.  Motion 

carried by a unanimous vote. 
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Statewide Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For Prehospital and 

Interfacility Patients 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Truitt, seconded by Vice Chairman Marvel to approve 

the Statewide Standard Treatment Protocols and Basic Life Support Standing Orders For 

Self-Administered Nerve Agent Antidote Program with an implementation date of 

January 1, 2019.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

 

Review of Quarterly Scratch Reports for July, August, September 

 

The scratch report information was reviewed and it was reported that no companies were 

found to be above the 9% scratch rate. 

 

Ambulance Equipment List 

 

Compliance Officer Truax reviewed the 2019 Ambulance Equipment list.   

 

The following items have been suggested for removal of the equipment list: 

 

 Tools 

 SAED Kit 

 3 Back Boards 

 Mark 1 Kit/Duodote 

 Pillow Optional 

 

The following items have been suggested for addition to the equipment list: 

 

 Ondansetron/Zofran – Optional Care 

 Diphenhydramine/Benadryl – Optional Care 

 1 Adult and 1 Peds Board – Immobilization Devices 

 Pediatric color coded resuscitation tape for age appropriate treatment. (This item 

is not an addition, but will now be required to be OEMS Approved) 

 Child Car Seat – This item is not an addition, but has the following updates.  Or 

captain’s chair with internal child seat, or Pediatric Ambulance Cot Restraint 

System capable of securing a pediatric patient to the cot. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Truitt, seconded by Commissioner Perillo to approve the 

Ambulance Equipment List as presented.  This equipment list will go into effect January 

1, 2019.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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Chairman/Vice Chairman Election 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Perillo, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to nominate David Roberts 

for Chairman. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Perillo, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to nominate Alan 

Robinson for Vice Chairman. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Perillo, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to close the 

nominations.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  With no further nominations, the 

election was closed.  David Roberts was elected as the 2019 Chairman and Alan 

Robinson was elected as the 2019 Vice Chairman of the State Fire Prevention 

Commission. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

NFPA 1917 - Review 

 

The Commission discussed NFPA 1917 and the possible replacement of the Star of Life Standards.  

The Star of Life standards are expected to sunset and the Commission needs to determine a 

replacement for a national standard.  It was agreed to request Bill Walton, Committee member to 

review the standard and give the Fire Commission input on a standard requirements in Delaware. 

 

Delaware State Fire School Tuition Increase 

 

Chairman Roberts shared his concerns with increasing tuition to the fire service.  Director Newnam 

discussed the cost of training and the unfunded burden placed on the Fire School.  Chairman Roberts 

appreciated the open dialogue and now has a better understanding of the increase. 

After discussion with Director Newnam, It was moved by Chairman Roberts, seconded by 

Commissioner Truitt to enact the tuition increases in 2019 for the Fire School.  Motion carried by a 

unanimous vote. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Retired Fire Marshal Howard McMillan 

 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that retired Fire Marshal Howard McMillan passed away on 

October 15, 2018.  He will keep the Commission apprised of arrangements. 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Perillo, seconded by Chairman Roberts to go back into 

New Business.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 

None. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

 

None 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

 

Chairman Alan Robinson Jr. 

 

Chairman Robinson reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, 

Kent County Meeting, Citizens Hose Fire Company Meeting, and Citizens Hose Board of Directors 

Meeting.     

 

Vice Chairman Ron Marvel 

 

Vice Chairman Marvel reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, 

Kent County Volunteer Firefighters Association Meeting. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

November 20, 2018 – 9:00 AM 

Commission Chamber 

Delaware Fire Service Center 

1463 Chestnut Grove Road 

Dover, DE  19904 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

It was moved by Chairman Roberts, and seconded by Commissioner Truitt that the meeting be 

adjourned.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:33 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sherry R. Lambertson 
 

Sherry R. Lambertson 

Executive Specialist 

 

sl/  


